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RBC NRIEFING 29 July lusy

ix.

i BRA ROUTE

The USSR has oow started its smaval scramble to resupply the many

silitary and scieatific installstions slong its Avctic cesst which

are of such strategic importance to the Sovieis vis-a-vis the V.8,

A

8.

over the mext wonth and & half, some 400 vessels are sxpocted
to sater the Arctic comstal waters Ifrom both east and west

in order to move over B miliien toms before the ice Ireexzes
over conpietely is Gctober. |

The instsilations which depend on the success of this opera-
tion isciude 5 mejor airfields with ranways of 8,000 feet or
over which sre often used by LRAF jet medium and hesvy bambers,

25X1
sud pumercus other support fields.

Ferbaps just as importaat srve some i1l msetsorologissl or other
gcieatific statious and the more than 78 air defense radar
sites between the Bering Straids and the ¥hite Bea which pro-
vide complete radar ceversge of the air approach over the

SSR's arciic coamt.

This operation is carried out by the Chief Directorats of the

sortherp Sea Route, now in the ¥Ministry of the Mercharet! Fleet,

which bas been responsible for developing the sstire trans-
srctic route from Novaye Zemlys to the Dering Straits (2600 milem)

glace 1§32,

Approved For Release 2003/10/01 : CIA-RDP79R0(890A001100070032-3




Approved For Release 2003/10/01 : CIA-RDP79R00890A001100070032-3

US54 has been trying to saster this xoutle since furs of the
century-—first successful transit in 1932,

Principle obmtacles Rave beer Airctic ice, barrenness of
coastal sweas, reiative avsence ol good matural harbors,

isoletion frum other tﬂwft iipks, heavy fogs and, la

AT fewls o v
SORE STERS, tenperatures m mivus 40 and 50 F - woinTes

X qs

:ud"gct zuch Rbove zrmiug.w Swerrap e,
Z. dven labor torce aad to be imported.
UaBR morth of 60 X, wmm&wmmwk by

Northern Sea Boute, comprises 40% of USSR land mass, dbut has
only 2% of populatios sad contributes only 4% of satioa's

total production.
Uperation has beea given iacressiag priorvity, psrtiicsiarly as
'ti:i@ rorthern arens have become of greatex sigeifiesnce to the

i.

3.

defense of the YIER,
l. BHow involves wast complex of isiand and coastal stations,
cosmunicetions; aircraft, asd ice hrenkers~-ali needed

o suppart the wowvemeat of cargo vessels in the hazardous
passage.

érectico route aiso used to transfer maval craft from the west

1o Seviet Pacific Fieet,

L. Sisce 1504, i5i naval cemit, inciuding 41 iong reange suie
and sbout hall of the major ships now in the Pacific have
been transferred by this route.

2. It is risky, however, and sosetines whoie convoys get iced
in. I 1558, seventeen navai vessels were forced to

winter in the area. Last year, none of the asevai crsft

usde it ail the way through snd were foreed fto turm back.
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I11. Primcipal maritime use of Horthern Ses Boute 18 »8 swpply route
into the Arctic rathar than as through cosmercial paseage.

B

B.

£

Exeept for aaval craft beling transferred to Soviet Pacific
¥lewt, ships rarely make the whole transit uniess ice condl-
tions bBloek return te port of erigis.

Kormsily, vessels from both esst and west peneirate no Iurther

than Tikei is the central sector.

This norsal psttern, however, is adjusted scoording to ice

copditions in the ¥ilkitskiy and Loogs Straits (epen 45 days

sud ¥0 days respectively during average season). These mre
the problem arsss for the route and norsally bscose completely
ispassable by mid-October.

Nurthern Hea Route operations got off to eariy start this

year but have encountered difficulties.

1. In the east, the first twe couvoys transited longa Jtrait
and on 22 June--~earlier than ususl--arrived st Pevek with
high priority cargo (some suspicion of sssociation with
missile program). Two more convoys walting to go througlyq
Longs Stralit-—agein froxen ower. ;

¥, 7The volume of cargo handled on the Northern Sea Route bas in-~

cremsed three fold over the past six yonrs and now is wall over
1,000,000 tons.
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A,

B

in sddition to carrying cargo ia to Arctic aren--momt of

which destined for a&»'xiury or pilitary-associated installa-

tions, vessels on ¥orthern Sos Route also carry out timber,

coal, sand ore {(primarily tin apnd bauxite).

i. Im sdditien to Soviet vessels, some 30-40 western vessels
are chartered to carry tisber for expori.

Zoviets plan to lengthes the shippiag sesson to six soaths and

toe simost double the cargoe handled to 2.4 million tons by 1965,

k. TYae atomic-powered icebrexker Lenin is expected to see
service in the vroute next year.

%. The ice-bresker Ifleet has besn modernized and expanded by
the import of anine icebreakers from Fisland and miaaﬁ?5X1

Operations of the FRorthern Ses Route sre incressingly supplemented

by uee of the grest north-flowing Biberisn rivers and atrorafi of

the Soviet Folar Aviation fleet.

A.

The rivers becone lee-free sooner than the Yorthern Sea Route
and supplies dolivered by the trans-Sidberisn railroad to river
ports can be fionted down rivers as the ice breake up, arrviv-
ing at the mouth ready for coastwise delivery wikll before
iarger mships can get through the Arctic Strsite.
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. ¥hen the route becomes ice-iocked in October, only mireraft
and overiand tractor é@iﬁ: can be used to supply rewmote
inntaiintions,

1. Aireraft operate year-round in the Soviet Arctic and
sie essential earriers, but without the large volume of
bulk cargoes delivered by the Horthera Sea Houte in the
supmer months, maintensnce of the UESR's strategic in-
stallations in the »orth would be inordinmtely expensive.
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